MINUTES OF SENATE
ALGOMA UNIVERSITY
Fourth Regular Meeting of 2018-2019

December 7, 2018

Humanities Faculty 
N. Boyle, L. Burnett, M. DiSanto, B. Douville [PTF], M. Graydon, W. Johnston, N. Shaw, E. Turgeon
[absent: C. Ross, R. Rutherdale]
Social Science Faculty
R. Cameron, D. Galotta, H. Hornstein, A. Gordon, 
[regrets: C. Denomme, S. Gruner, J. Hermida, T. Tchir; absent: H. Luitel, R. Winter [PTF]]
Science Faculty
L. Bloomfield [Speaker], S. Butler [PTF], N. Cameron, I. Imre, W. Osei, C. Reed-Elder, B. Schamp, S. Xu  
[regrets: Y. Feng, D. Keough]
Other Members
P. Danquah, M. Ditoro, M. Jones, D. Marasco [Secretary], E. Riauka, D. Rogers, A. Vezina
[regrets: S. Shaver; absent: M. Case, Q. Meawasige, S. Roach]
Guests
M. Barone, S. Meades, S. Maurice, L. Savory-Gordon, D. Woodman
The Speaker called the meeting of Senate to order at 1:04pm.   
18.12.01 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

· Moved (Schamp/Reed-Elder): that the agenda for the December 7, 2018 meeting of Senate be approved.
Motion carried.
The Speaker called for a moment of silence to remember the victims at Ecole Polytechnique in Montreal [December 6, 1989].  As well, a moment of silence was offered for the passing of two long-time AU employees, Dr. Jan Clarke [Associate Professor Emeritus], and Albert Lucarelli [Physical Plant].

18.12.02
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from the meeting of November 2, 2018
· Moved (Galotta/Rogers): that Senate approve the minutes from the meeting of 
November 2, 2018.
Motion carried.
18.12.03
BUSINESS ARISING (for action or information) 
None.
18.12.04
BUSINESS ARISING (for action or information)

18.12.04.01 
Academic Planning – definition of Post-Graduate Certificate    
· Moved (Schamp/Osei): that Senate approve of the following definition for Post-Graduate Certificates:

A Post Graduate Certificate at Algoma University is a structured set of 30 credits in a particular discipline or area of study that introduces a student to, or extends their knowledge of, that discipline or area of study. A post-graduate certificate is a stand-alone credential comprised of undergraduate courses that are taken independent from a bachelor’s program. It is normally comprised of a structured set of sequential year-level courses and requires a post-secondary credential (degree or diploma) for admission.
Motion carried.
18.12.04.02
APPCOM – PGC programs/Exceptional Transfer Agreement in Computer Science 

· Moved (Reed-Elder/Xu): that Senate approve the following Post-Graduate Certificates as submitted by the Department of Computer Science and Mathematics:
PG Certificate in Computing
Course Requirements: COSC 1046/1047*, 2006/2007, 2406, 12 credits in upper year COSC/ITEC, MATH 1056
Admission Requirements: university degree or college diploma in any field other than Computer Science, Information Science or equivalent - minimum of 60% average [C] for university students, minimum of 70% [B] for college students.  International applicants must provide documentation of language proficiency as per Algoma University’s current language requirements. 
Graduation Requirements: Minimum grade of 60% in required introductory courses* and 60% overall average in all courses required for the certificate.
PG Certificate in Mobile Software Development
Course Requirements: COSC 2596*, 3596*, 3707, 3756, 4086, 4596, ITEC 2706, 3706, 6 credits in upper year COSC/ITEC 
Admission Requirements: degree or college diploma in Computer Science, Information Science, or equivalent - minimum of 60% average [C] for university students, minimum of 70% [B] for college students.  International applicants must provide documentation of language proficiency as per Algoma University’s current language requirements. 
Graduation Requirements: Minimum grade of 60% in required introductory courses* and 60% overall average in all courses required for the certificate.
Certificate in Information Technology
Course Requirements: COSC 1046/1047*, 2006, 2307 or 2956, 3707, ITEC 2706/2707, 3506, 3707, MATH 1056
Admission Requirements: degree or college diploma in any field other than Computer Science, Information Science, or equivalent - minimum of 60% average [C] for university students, minimum of 70% [B] for college students. International applicants must provide documentation of language proficiency as per Algoma University’s current language requirements.
Graduation Requirements: Minimum grade of 60% in required introductory courses* and 60% overall average in all courses required for the certificate.
PG Certificate in Computer Games Technology
Course Requirements: COSC 1036*, 2036*, 2636, 2947, 3036, 3306, 4086, 9 additional credits as approved by the department [COSC 3117, 3506, 3707, 4036, 4106, 4306, 4426/4427, 4606]
Admission Requirements: degree or college diploma in Computer Science, Information Science, or equivalent - minimum of 60% average [C] for university students, minimum of 70% [B] for college students. International applicants must provide documentation of language proficiency as per Algoma University’s current language requirements. 
Graduation Requirements: Minimum grade of 60% in required introductory courses* and 60% overall average in all courses required for the certificate
Rationale

As the Post-Graduate Certificates are very popular in the international recruitment market and ICT sector is booming, with those certificates, we could likely attract large number of students, specially from international market. Based on the information from international recruitment department, there would be 50-80 students from India who plan to take the certificates in May, 2019. The “Post-Graduate Certificate in Computing” and “Post-Graduate Certificate in Information Technology” are only for students who already hold a degree in a discipline other than Computer Science, Information Science or equivalent, while “Post-Graduate Certificate in Mobile Software Development” and “Post-Graduate Certificate in Computer Games Technology” are taken by students who have a degree in Computer Science or related fields. For detailed information, please refer to the revised program forms.
The certificate programs have been reviewed by the Quality Assurance Committee and the Academic Planning Committee of Senate.

Motion carried
Computer Science Bridging Program [Northern College]

· Moved (Xu/Schamp): that Senate approve of the exceptional pathway agreement for students from the Northern College Computer Engineering Technician diploma program [CET] to the Algoma University Bachelor of Computer Science degree programs both general and honours [BCOSC3/4].

The proposed program revision creates a new Computer Science Bridging Program for community college graduates in the field of Computer Science.

The collaborative online bridging program facilitates the successful transfer of graduates from the Computer Engineering Technician Diploma program at Northern College to Algoma University’s Bachelor of Computer Science program. Graduates of the Computer Engineering Technician diploma program with a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.00 (70%) or higher will be eligible for admission to the bridging program. Once admitted, graduates complete a series of six online courses that comprise the Computer Science Bridging program.  Upon completion of the courses, students will continue their studies at Algoma University and may earn a Bachelor of Computer Science degree program in one year or two years if they consider the four-year degree program.

From:
At present, graduates of the Computer Engineering Technician diploma program at Northern College may receive up to 45 transfer credits upon admission to the Bachelor of Computer Science with a minimum grade point average of 3.00 GPA [70%].
To:
Graduates of the Computer Engineering Technician diploma program at Northern College with a GPA of 3.00 GPA (70%) will be eligible for admission to the Computer Science Bridging Program. Upon admission to the Computer Science Bridging Program, students will receive 45 transfer credits towards a Bachelor of Computer Science at Algoma University. Upon completion of the Computer Science Bridging Program, students will have earned an additional 18 credits, 9 of which will be applied as retroactive transfer credit upon completion of the bridge.

The development of the Computer Science Bridging Program establishes an exceptional transfer agreement for graduates of the Northern College Computer Engineering Technician diploma program who meet admission requirements to receive 54 transfer credits (9 of which are applied retroactively upon completion of the bridge) towards a Bachelor of Computer Science degree program at Algoma University.
Rationale:

The proposed Computer Science Bridging Program creates a fully online pathway for students to ladder from Computer Engineering Technician diploma programs at Ontario colleges to a Bachelor of Computer Science degree program at Algoma University. The program was designed collaboratively by Algoma University and Northern College with the intent of eventually attracting students from all Computer Engineering Technician diploma programs in the province. The overall aim of the new proposed bridging program is to: a) provide seamless access to baccalaureate degree completion for qualified college diploma graduates from Computer Engineering Technician diploma programs by recognizing the high degree of affinity between programs; b) provide an accessible, high-quality online bridge program to learners from across the province; and, c) meet community and labour market needs by graduating more students in the field of Computer Science.

Degree completion is important for employability in the computer science field and is a particular challenge for students from rural and remote communities in Northern Ontario for whom access is a challenge. Almost 600 college students were enrolled in Computer Technician
diploma programs across the province in 2015, yet these graduates may not be fully prepared to enter a Computer Science program to achieve a degree. There is currently no fully online mechanism for learners to move between the college and university system seamlessly, in this sector. The proposed bridge program creates a mechanism for Computer Technician Diploma graduates to access a series of online courses “the bridge” that provide the preparation necessary to receive advanced standing in Algoma University’s Bachelor of Computer Science degree programs.
Motion carried.



18.12.04.03
Curriculum Committee - motions

· Moved (Galotta/Hornstein): that Senate approve the following program revision to the Post-Graduate Certificate in Business as submitted by the School of Business and Economics:

From:

Additional 6 credits in upper-level ADMN courses [recommended courses include ADMN 2017, ADMN 3136/3137]
To:

Completion of both ADMN2406/ADMN3136 or both MATH1911/MATH1912. Students admitted into the PGC in Business who have met the Mathematics requirements for admission may not retain credit for MATH 1911/1912.

Rationale

The Post Graduate Certificate (PGC)in Business is popular with our international students and they are coming to us with an existing credential from another institution.  Many of them have not had math for a number of years and a refresher, for some of them, would be an excellent option.  Having their math refreshed will provide them will the skills necessary to succeed in the PGC in Business.

Motion carried.

· Moved (Johnston/Burnett): that Senate approve the program revision from the Department of English and History moving ENGL 2396 The Novel – The Bright Book of Life from the list of Group 2 courses to the list of Group 1 courses.

Rationale

Due to an inadvertent error, ENGL 2396 was included in a list of Group 2 courses.  The majority of the course focuses on books that were written before the 20th century, and should be categorized with the Group 1 courses.

Motion carried.

· Moved (Burnett/Rogers): that Senate approve the course revisions to ENGL/FILM 1606 Introduction to Film I: Fundamentals of Film Aesthetics and ENGL/FILM 1607 Introduction to Film II: Theoretical and Cultural Contexts:

From:

ENGL/FILM 1606 Introduction to Film I: Fundamentals of Film Aesthetics
This course will provide a foundation for future film study by offering an introduction to the formal elements of film – cinematography, mise-en-scène, editing and sound – and to the basic aesthetics and vocabulary of film style and genre.  Students will develop their critical viewing skills and acquire a critical vocabulary for describing and analyzing films.  Students will view films from the Silent Era to contemporary Hollywood, Independent, and International films.  Students may not retain credit for more than one of FILM 1606, FILM 1005, or ENGL 1606.  (LEC 3, TUT 1) 3 cr
ENGL/FILM 1607 Introduction to Film II: Theoretical and Cultural Contexts 
Following on from FILM 1006, this course will provide an introduction to some of the major theoretical and critical approaches to the study of film, as well as an introduction to some ways of understanding films in relation to the social, cultural, and institutional contexts in which they are produced and received.  Students will view silent and contemporary films.  Students may not retain credit for more than one of FILM 1607, FILM 1005, or ENGL 1607.  Pre-requisite FILM 1606 (LEC 3, TUT 1) 3 cr
To:

ENGL/FILM 1606 Introduction to Film I: Fundamentals of Film Aesthetics
This course will provide a foundation for future film study by offering an introduction to the formal elements of film – cinematography, mise-en-scène, editing and sound – and to the basic aesthetics and vocabulary of film style and genre.  Students will develop their critical viewing skills and acquire a critical vocabulary for describing and analyzing films.  Students will view films from the Silent Era to contemporary Hollywood, Independent, and International films.  Students may not retain credit for more than one of FILM 1606, FILM 1005, or ENGL 1606.  (LEC 3) 3 cr
ENGL/FILM 1607 Introduction to Film II: Theoretical and Cultural Contexts 
Following on from FILM 1006, this course will provide an introduction to some of the major theoretical and critical approaches to the study of film, as well as an introduction to some ways of understanding films in relation to the social, cultural, and institutional contexts in which they are produced and received.  Students will view silent and contemporary films. Students may not retain credit for more than one of FILM 1607, FILM 1005, or ENGL 1607. Pre-requisite FILM 1606 (LEC 3) 3 cr
Rationale
The present instructor, Marissa Ross, has tracked a decline in enrolment since the 1-hour tutorial was added several years ago, at the request of the previous instructor, Melissa Holt.  Students have reported an unwillingness to accept the additional time for the tutorial as a significant reason, and some have reported the tutorial conflicts with other courses.

· Moved (Danquah/Reed-Elder): that Senate approve the following course additions to the winter 2019 [19W] roster:
School of Business and Economics [Brampton]

ADMN 1016M Introduction to Canadian Business
ADMN 1016N Introduction to Canadian Business
ADMN 1126M Introductory Financial Accounting I
ADMN 1126N Introductory Financial Accounting I
ADMN 1206M Management Skills and Secondary Research Methods
ADMN 1206N Management Skills and Secondary Research Methods
ADMN 2406M Social and Ethical Issues in Business
ADMN 2406N Social and Ethical Issues in Business
ADMN 3136M Organizational Behaviour

ADMN 3136N Organizational Behaviour
ECON 1006M Introduction to Microeconomics 
ECON 1006N Introduction to Microeconomics
School of Business and Economics [Sault Ste. Marie]

ECON 1006A Introduction to Microeconomics 
ECON 1006B Introduction to Microeconomics
ADMN 1016B Introduction to Canadian Business

ADMN 1126B Introductory Financial Accounting I
Department of Biology

BIOL 1506 Biology I

Department of Computer Science and Mathematics

MATH 1911 Pre-Calculus

Department of English and History

ENGL 1801B Academic Writing Fundamentals
ENGL 1801C Academic Writing Fundamentals

PHIL 1116B Critical Thinking
Rationale 

The course additions will accommodate a number of international students who are planning to attend Algoma University this winter 2019 term in the following programs: Post-Graduate Certificate in Business, Bachelor of Business Administration, Bachelor of Computer Science and the Bachelor of Science in Biology degree programs.

Motion carried.
18.12.04.04
Curriculum Committee – Proposed Course Roster 2019-2020
· Moved (Danquah/Boyle): that Senate accept the recommendation from the Curriculum Committee to approve the course roster for the 2019-2020 academic year including the following terms: 19SF, 19SP, 19SS, 19F, 19FW, 20W as submitted.
Motion carried.
18.12.05
INFORMATION ITEMS (reports of committees)
The Speaker informed Senate that the Senate Executive committee has decided to extend the deadline date to submit nominations for Honourary Degree, Distinguished Faculty Award and the Senate Award [Honourary Member of Algoma University] until January 18, 2019.

18.12.06
STANDING REPORTS



18.12.06.01
Board of Governors Representative
A written report was submitted.


18.12.06.02
Dean’s Report
The Dean updated Senate on Academic Planning’s work on hiring priorities, update the academic plan, two-year CLTA in Social Work in Timmins, on-year CLTA in Computer Science.  She added that there are solid plans in place to support a number of international students expected to begin their studies during the January 2019 term.  Services include academic and social supports for students and cultural assistance to faculty and staff.


18.12.06.03
President’s Report
A written report was submitted.
18.12.07
DISCUSSION AND QUESTION PERIOD

There was discussion regarding the contract-limited hiring of faculty [CLTAs] and how this practice is not beneficial in developing programs.
A question was asked about the Freedom of Speech Policy as mandated by the provincial government.  The Dean answered that administration’s short-term stance to policy is to leverage the current definition of Academic Freedom.  There will be further consultation with the AU community so that a policy can be agreed upon by all stakeholders.
18.12.08
OTHER BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS
None.
18.12.09
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Fine Arts Student Society is presenting their annual Small Treasurers Show/Sale today on the first floor of the CC building.
18.12.10
ADJOURNMENT

· Moved (Johnston/Schamp): that Senate adjourn.
Motion carried. [Senate adjourned at 1:43pm]
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